
OUR LADY IMMACULATE & ST. CUTHBERT’S CHURCH, CROOK 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Annual General Report to Parish May 2022 

Current members of the Parish Council: 

Fr Nick, Sr Paschaline, Ann Callan, Anne Berry, Anne Smith, Susan Hall, Maria Crawford, Eugene Brady, 

Duncan Reed, Peter Fleming, Brian Rinaldi & MariaLuisa Massagli-Gallagher – current Chair & Secretary. 

 

It has been a very long while since our last AGM.  A lot has happened in the intervening months.  Namely, 

we have lived through a pandemic, Fr Nick has been appointed as our Parish Priest and we have adapted to 

holding meetings via Zoom!  In March this year we held our first face-to-face PC meeting.   

 

The Parish finances have continued to be managed by Ann Callan.  Sincere thanks go to Ann for the hours of 

dedicated service she gives.  She produces a Financial Report every 3 months -when the accounts are always 

meticulously kept, everything is accounted for & documented. Due to lockdowns and the usual fund-raising 

income being suspended, our parish finances have taken a ‘hit’ and we had to take money from the Deposit 

Account to keep us going.  Thankfully, we are coming out of this period and things are improving.  Many 

parishioners moved to DDR or STO whilst our church doors were closed and this has been greatly 

appreciated.  We received over £3000 from our Gift Aid claim for the last financial year and there has been 

an increase in donations.  However, there are still many calls upon our finances – repairs to buildings etc 

which cannot be ignored and we have our Diocesan Levy to pay each year. 

 

The parish received a financial legacy from Roger when he died and some of this money has paid for 4 new 

altar cloths – just plain white ones made to measure and also the new banners for the Ambo which we have 

seen over the last 18 months.  The final banner is the beautiful ‘Alleluia’ banner which is displayed at the 

back of church.  All the banners were hand made.  A very fitting tribute to our beautiful church. 

 

Repairs & Maintenance of all of our properties which include the church, the presbytery, the Convent, the 

stables, the Cemetery and the Lodge (which is rented out) have had to be considered carefully over the last 

months. The Diocesan 5-year Inspection Report in 2019 highlighted repairs requiring immediate attention. 

Thus, repairs were made to the church tower.  Since then, the cemetery paths have been replaced and, in 

the Sacristy, there have been repairs to the roof.  Last year there was damage to the ornamental pinnacles 

which are on the main steps to the main church door, some of the steps and coping stones were also 

damaged.  This has become an Insurance claim and the restoration work is due to begin soon.  We also had 

another claim on our insurance when the stables were broken into and the 2 lawn mowers stolen.  The 

stables have now been reinforced and the new mowers have arrived and there is additional security for 

them. The recent storms also left their mark on the church roof and this has also needed repairs. The Convent 

programme of gradual repairs was suspended due to additional urgent repairs to the drains, bathrooms and 

boiler.  There is still an ongoing problem of damp and roof repairs for the Convent.  We have also been 

approached again with a request to purchase some of our land – the former school field.  With mounting 

costs to repairs and ongoing discussions with the Diocesan Property Department it was decided to form a 

sub-committee to deal with these issues- the Buildings & Property Group.  One recommendation brought to 

the PC was that the proposed Handrails to the sides of the altar should be postponed at this time whilst the 

cost of all repairs is assessed. The group has also suggested setting up a special fund for the specific intention 

of redecoration of our church.  It has been at least 25 years since St Cuthbert’s was last decorated.  It must 

be strongly noted that St Cuthbert’s Centre has paid for a great many of our ongoing repair costs over the 

last years.  Without this financial help we would have used yet more from the Deposit account.  Sincere 

thanks go to St Cuthbert’s Centre.  



 

Since the last AGM there is now a new tenant in the Lodge.  The rent gives us an income and this pays for 

the repairs & maintenance of that property. 

 

The Cemetery now has updated plans and there has been a new area dedicated to the burial of ashes, this 

is just below the steps to the old side door.  Grateful thanks go to Brian, assisted by Ursula, for keeping things 

running smoothly in the cemetery and thanks also to Tanya for updating the plans for the computer. 

 

With regard to the Partnership – zoom meetings have taken place and various online courses have been 

promoted.  Currently, there are groups within the Partnership discussing the ‘21-‘23 Synod.  Father does a 

wonderful job of promoting many of these courses through his Editorial which he sends out with the Bulletin. 

 

Anne Berry continues to give regular reports from the Justice & Peace and Churches Together groups.  The 

vigil at Hassockfield continues to be supported each month.  Support was also given to refugee families who 

were in Crook. CAFOD is actively supported within our parish with various fund-raising events and this is 

much appreciated.  Churches Together in Crook has relaunched the lunch club and they are planning a 

Holiday Club for May half term.  Sadly, the lockdowns meant that many of their lovely initiatives had to stop. 

Thanks go to Anne for attending the meetings and keeping us updated.    

 

Since the last AGM we have had an interesting time liturgically.  Namely, streaming of our church services.  

Sincere thanks must go to Fr Nick who faithfully streamed Morning Prayer and Mass from his ‘cupboard’ in 

the presbytery every day throughout the lockdown.  As lockdown descended upon us Fr Nick was in between 

here and Hartlepool each week, but thankfully he was able to settle in Crook and look after us spiritually 

across the airwaves! It was a process of trial and error but eventually many of us were able to access all of 

our services.  It is a credit to Father that he has continued and we are now happily accepting this as the way 

forward.  He has been assisted by Mark who sets up the computer on Sundays and has advised us on the 

camera and the internet.  Families of children on the First Communion programme (this year & the last) and 

those preparing for baptism, all take part in zoom meetings and Sr Paschaline is assisting Father in their 

preparation.  It is lovely to be able to welcome this year’s Communion group back to our Sunday masses.  As 

the weeks progress we hope many of our former ministries will resume.  However, we are always looking 

for new volunteers!  In November we were able to hold a memorial mass for the families of the deceased 

over the last year, and this went well.  We also held a Mass of Induction for Fr Nick who was officially installed 

as our PP by Canon Tindall.  Our Easter services in all 3 of our parish churches were very well attended this 

year and special thanks go to all those who took part or helped prepare them. 

 

Our links with our Primary school are resuming – Fr Nick is very keen to see this develop.  Indeed, different 

classes have taken the opportunity to use the church for part of their religious lessons over the last term. St 

Cuthbert’s Centre is also open for parents on Monday mornings – Miss McElhone, the HT, is keen for the 

parents to meet socially rather than just outside the school gates. 

 

In our Convent we now have 3 Sisters – Sr Paschaline, Sr Ijeoma & Sr Grace.  The sisters continue to support 

Fr Nick, act as Sacristans and help in our school.  Over Easter, it was lovely to welcome back Sr Geraldine 

who was here a while ago.  Unfortunately, the Convent repairs are ongoing but it must be said, Sr Paschaline 

never complains. 

 

Fundraising has been on hold during the pandemic but there was a meeting recently when ideas on how to 

raise funds were discussed.  It was well supported but the same faces were there – we need new faces with 



new ideas please! The Garden Fete will go ahead this year but under a new ‘banner’ – we really do need 

everyone to try to support our fundraising efforts in whichever way they can. 

 

I thought of adding something about COVID-19 which was on every agenda we set over the last 2 years – 

however, I think everyone has had enough of it.  But very grateful thanks must go out to all the volunteers 

who acted as stewards to clean/sanitise and open up our 3 churches and who have continued to ensure they 

are safe places.  It is lovely to now have the freedom to sit where we like and move around our church freely.   

 

New appointments since the last AGM – Miss McElhone was appointed as HT of St Cuthbert’s Primary School; 

Anne Timothy has been appointed as Registrar for Marriages for our 3 churches; a cleaner has been 

appointed for our church and presbytery and Anne Berry now assists in the Parish office.  Fr John is now 

retired and living in Sunderland. 

 

The current Parish Council would like to thank everyone who supports our parish community and works hard 

to ensure that our parish not only survives but continues to grow in the future.  The Parish Council is now 

looking for new members to take up the reins.  Many of us have been members of the PC for a number of 

years and we feel it is time to move on and encourage others to play a part, thus there are a number of 

resignations. Please give some serious thought to supporting future endeavours which could include 

becoming a member of the PC. 

 

Thank you 

MMG/May 2022 

 

  

 

 

 


